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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: RAID ON MOZAMBIQUE 

REF: (A) PRETORIA 6482 (B) MAPUTO 1414 (C) PRETORIA 6388 
(D) PRETORIA 6457 

1 . SUMMARY: MOZAMBIQUE HAS FINALLY PUBLICIZED DETAILS OF 
NOVEMBER 23-24 RHODESIAN RAID IN MANICA PROVINCE. THE 
ESTIMATES OF CASUALTIES ARE CONSIDERABLY LOWER THAN REPOR- 
TED BY RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN SOURCES. THE MOZAMBIQUE 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE STATED THAH ALL VICTIMS WERE CIVILIANS 
AND THAT THE CAMP WAS COMPOSED ENTIRELY OF CIVILIANS. 

END SUMMARY. 

2. FOR THE FIRST TIME, THE MOZAMBIQUE GOVERNMENT HAS COM 
MENTED PUBLICLY ON THE MAJOR RHODESIAN RAID WHICH TOOK 
PLACE NOVEMBER 23-24 ABOUT 20 KILOMETERS FROM CHIMOIO. 
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MAPUTO DAILY NEWSPAER NOTICIAS DECEMBER 1 CARRIED DEFENSE 
MINISTRY PRESS STATEMENT IN FRONT PAGE STORY AND TWO FULL INSIDE 
PAGES OF PICTURES OF THE DAMAGES. THE PICTURES INCLUDE BADLY 
BURNED CORPSES OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN AND PRESENT A GRUESOME 
SPECTACLE OF DEATH AND DESTRUCTION. 

3. A COMMUNIQUE FROM THE MOZAMBIQUE DEFENSE MINISTRY SAID. IN 
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PART (EMBASSY TRANSLATION) QUOTE: ON THE 23RD OF NOVEMBER AT 7:45 AM. 

THE ARMED FORCES OF THE BRITISH COLONY OF SOUTHERN RHODESIA LAUNCHED 
A SHAMEFUL ATTACK AGAINST A REFUGEE TRANSIT CENTER. SITUATED 20 
KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF CHIMOIO, BETWEEN THE MOUNTAINS OF MAPA- 
RANGUE AND MOCUMBEZI. THIS CENTER, EXCLUSIVELY FOR CIVILIANS, IS 
DESIGNED TO RECEIVE REFUGEES BEFORE THEY ARE DISTRIBUTED AMONG 
OTHER CAMPS. 

4. QUOTE: THE ENEMY ATTACKED WITH JET BOMBERS, WHICH DROPPED DRUMS 
OF NAPALM AND FRAGMENTATION BOMBS. THESE BOMBINGS CONTINUED UNTIL 
THE AFTERNOON OF THE 24TH. TEN HELICOPTERS AND TWO DC-3S DROPPED 
PARACHUTISTS AND TROOPS ONTO THE GROUND NUMEROUS TIMES WHILE 
MACHINE GUNNERS ATTACKED FROM HELICOPTERS.. THE ATTACK'S FUNDA- 
MENTAL OBJECTIVE WAS THE DELIBERATE MASSACRE OF DEFENSELESS CIVI- 
LIANS. VICTIMS WERE FOUND STUFFED THREE INSIDE GASOLINE DRUMS, 
MACHINE-GUNNED ...( OTHERS) TIED TOGETHER AND STABBED WITH BAYONETS. 

5. QUOTE: THE LATEST TOTAL OF CASUALTIES IS 85 DEAD, INCLUDING 55 
CHILDREN, 21 WOMEN AND 9 MEN. 8 PERSONS ARE STILL MISSING. 534 WERE 
INJURED, OF WHOM 234 STILL REQUIRE MEDICAL ATTENTION. MOSTLY WOMEN 
AND CHILDREN. THREE MOZAMBICAN CIVILIANS WERE INJURED. 

6. QUOTE: OUR FORCES PURSUED THE ENEMY, FORCING THEM TO RETREAT BY 
AIR.. SAVING THE LIVES OF MORE THAN 2000 REFUGEES. BECAUSE THE 
ATTACK WAS IN A REFUGEE CAMP, WE COULD NOT USE OUR MOST POWERFUL 
WEAPONS, WHICH WOULD HAVE ENDANGERED THE LIVES OF THE REFUGEES.. 
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END QUOTE. 

7. THE ACCOMPANYING ACCOUNT BY A MOZAMBIQUE JOURNALIST DETAILED THE 
DESTRUCTION OF AN AMBULANCE CARRYING INJURED VICTIM TO THE HOS- 
PITAL, -AND ATTACK ON A SCHOOL OF 800 CHILDREN AND OTHER TRAGIC AND 
BRUTAL EVENTS. 

8. COMMENT: NO MENTION IS MADE OF ATTACKS ON MILITARY TARGETS OR 
OF 1,200 CASUALTIES, (REF A). PROBABLY THE CAMP DESCRIBED IN THE 
MOZAMBIQUE PRESS IS A SUPPORT CAMP OF DEPENDENTS AND NON- COMBATTENTS 

NEAR OR ATTACHED TO A ZANU MILITARY CAMP, WHICH WAS ALSO ATTAC- 
KED. FROM THE PICTURES AND DETAILS, CHILDREN AND CIVILAN TARGETS 
WERE OBVIOUSLY HIT, AND A NUMBER OF THE CORPSES ARE BADLY BURNED, 
LEADING SUPPORT TO ALLEGATION OF NAPALM USE. 

9. THE MINISTRY OF INFORMATION STATES THAT THERE ARE SEVERAL WES- 
TERN JOURNALISTS IN MOZAMBIQUE AT THE PRESENT TIME. IT IS POSSIBLE 
THAT SOME WILL BE PERMITTED TO INSPECT THE DAMAGED AREA. 

DE PRF.F. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BORDER INCIDENTS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 01 -Dec-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MAPUTO01441 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770445-1200 
Format: TEL 
From: MAPUTO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t197712105/aaaadlhn.tel 

Line Count: 114 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 98f6cefb-c188-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 77 PRETORIA 6482, 77 MAPUTO 1414, 77 PRETORIA 6388, 77 PRETORIA 6457 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 113503 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: RHODESIA: RAID ON MOZAMBIQUE 
TAGS: MOPS, PBOR, RH, MZ 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey : odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/98f6cefb-c1 88-ddl 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



